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They record, sometimes by code,1 every major movement a
child makes, every word he speaks, every evidence of emo-
tion he shows. From such records inventories of habits have
been made and detailed activities tabulated and arranged
in order of difficulty so that the steps taken in the develop-
ment of certain abilities under particular environmental
conditions may be clearly seen. In this way the steps in
learning to set the table, for example, may be studied. What
is the easiest thing a child can do to help set the table?
Perhaps it is to carry a single napkin, knife, fork, or spoon
to the table. Later, he can carry china and glassware and
a pitcher of milk. Still more significant is the observation
of the spontaneous play of children and the ways in which
they show their absorption in these activities. This type of
observation throws light on social as well as on motor devel-
opment. It helps to define steps in learning to co-operate
with others, to develop sympathy and understanding, to
learn to carry messages or to follow directions.
More precise and accurate information may be obtained
by selecting one specific kind of behavior to observe at
regularly recurring time intervals. What the observations
obtained by this method gain in accuracy, they may lose
in significance unless they are interpreted in terms of the
situation as a whole.2 The number of pats, shoves, caresses
may be ascertained with reliability, but what of it? These
isolated, fragmentary acts have little meaning apart from
the setting in which they occur. For that reason a running
account of behavior — an all-inclusive diary record — from
which specific items may be selected for analytical study and
interpreted in terms o£ their context may be of more prac-
tical value than the precise time samples. In any case,,
qualitative records of the responses of children to the situa-
tion as a whole are necessary in order to understand the
quantitative facts collected about individual children.
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